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x vii

I n t r o d u c t i o n

O ne ofth e g re atch a lleng esof life istolim itd istra ctionsinord er

If we h ave a lotof m oney,we fe arlosing wh atwe possess.W e

are tem pte d to putourh ope in ourwea lth instea d of God .If we

d on’th ave som uch ,we stressa b outnoth aving enoug h toprovid e

h elping people se e m oneyfrom a b ib lica lperspe ctive.If we are

a b le to a c h ieve th is,th e d iversion of m oneywillb e m uch lessof

a n issue in ourlives.

Letm e tell you a true story to explain h ow powerful

perspe ctive ca n b e.

Airplane Man

A few ye arsa g o,m yfriend W ayne tore h isACLwh ile playing

pickup b asketb a ll.Th e injuryrequire d surg ery.



x viii

5:00 a.m .,ice h iskne e,strug g le to g etre a d ywh ile m a neuvering

on h iscrutch es,a nd d rive fora n h ourtom a ke h isappointm ent.

Ph ysica lth erapywasstrenuousand painful.One m a ch ine h e

Be fore long ,h e b e g a n to d rea d h isearlym orning routine a nd

b e ca m e increasing lyfrustrated with th e circum stancesof h isinjury.

Th ism a nwasin a c astfrom h iswaistto h isne ck.Hisarm swere

conne cte d to h iswaistbywiresth atkepth im outstretch e d like

a c h ild pretend ing to b e a n a irpla ne.He h a d to turn sid eways

in th e room fora few m inutesb e fore b eing escorte d to a noth er

se ction of th e b uild ing.

Partlyoutof curiositya nd partlyoutof wa nting to d elayh is

nextencounterwith th e Be ast,W ayne aske d th e nurse wh o h a d

assiste d th e m a n wh ath appene d to h im .Sh e said h e felloutof a

se cond -storywind ow a nd b roke a lm osteveryb one in h isb a ck

a nd upperb od y.He would b e in th e c astth atcovere d h isentire

torso form onth s,a nd h e wasd e a ling with severe pain.1

AsW ayne returne d to h isph ysica lth erapyre g im en,h e h a d

d id notse em so b a d .

W h enth e a larm ra ng at5:00a.m .th e nextd ay,W ayne wasnot

astire d asusual.W h en h e wentoutsid e,th e cold a ird id notfe el

asb iting ,a nd th e d rive to UVA d id notse em aslong.He h a d so

m uch m otivation d uring h isworkoutth ath e even d id a n extra

Inre a lity,W ayne’scircum sta ncesh a d notc h a ng e d ata ll.Th e

we ath erreportsaid itwasjustascold asth e d ayb e fore.He d rove

th e sa m e num b erof m iles.And th e pa in from h isworkoutwas
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W h y?

Hisperspe ctive h a d c h a ng e d ,a nd th atc h a ng e d everyth ing.

Th e g oa l of Fina ncia l Faith fulnessisto ch a lleng e our

perspe ctive concerning m oney.Having a b ib lica lm enta litywill

set,Iprayth e principleswe explore in th isb ook willtra nsform

Aswe b e g intose e m oneyfrom a b ib lica lperspe ctive,we will
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C h a p t e r 1

Why a Biblical Perspective?

“ M h istoys.A twelve-ye a r-old ’sCh ristm aslistinclud esa

c e llph one a nd a n iPa d .A te e na g erexpe ctsa new c arforh er

untilsh e visitsh erfriend ’sprofessiona llyd e corate d h ouse.A

h usb a nd e nviesh isfriend ’sb oata nd im pulsivelyb uysone of

m a ke ush appy.

W h yisitim porta ntto d iscoverwh atGod saysa b outm oney

in th e Bib le?Let’slook atfourcom pelling re asons.

Money Talks

God ta lksa b outm oneya lot,a wh ole lot.In fa ct,th ere are over

2,350versesinth e Bib le th atre ference m oney— m ore th a non faith

a nd prayercom b ine d .Scripture saysm ore a b outm oneyth a n it
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two-th ird sof Hispara b lesare d evote d toth e topic of m oney.2

W h yd oesth e Bib le h ave so m uch to saya b outm oney?All

th ose versesa b outm oneyare notsim plya b outm oney.Th eytea c h

usa b outGod a nd Hisch ara cter,ourown h e art,th e nature of sin,

a nd a b outloving oth ers.God ’sfrequentuse of m oneyinScripture

ind icatesth e topic isim porta nttoHim .Soasb elievers,cultivating

livesa nd h ow we h a nd le m oney.

A Mark of Maturity

Asb elievers,we know ourfund a m enta lpurpose in life isto

g lorifyGod .O ne of th e wayswe extolourCreatorisbyb eing

ob e d ienta nd h oly.How we d e a lwith m oneyisa n ind icatorof

in ourb e h aviortoward ourpossessions.Consid erActs2:44– 45

(NASB).

And a llth ose wh o h a d b elieve d were tog eth era nd

h a d a llth ing sin com m on;a nd th eyb e g a n selling

th eirpropertya nd possessions,a nd were sh aring

th em with a ll,asa nyone m ig h th ave ne e d .

Th eirb e h aviors,includ ing h ow th eyh a nd le d m oney,com pletely

ch a ng e d with conversion.Th ese young b elieversare g re at

exa m plesforuswh en we strug g le toincorporate ourb elie fsinto

ourcond uct.

Georg e Barna,th e well-knownrese arc h erof fa ith a nd culture,

d estinyh ave prob lem stra nslating th eirrelig iousb elie fsintoa ction



3

3

d esire to g lorifyGod ,we sh ow ourm ovem enttoward spiritual

m aturityin partb yth e waywe tre atourwea lth .

We Are Hit Hard

W illwe h ave a world lyperspe ctive of rich esora b ib lica lone?W e

are consta ntlyb om b ard e d with ourculture’sclaim sth atwe c a n

a d vertisem ents,socia lm e d ia,a nd television sh owsrelentlessly

proclaim contentm entisfound wh en th ere isa n a b und a nce of

we a lth .

ourselvesin th e Bib le,stud ying itsprinciplesa b outm oney.

Oth erwise,th e sh e ervolum e of wh atwe h e ara nd se e will

overwh elm usa nd se ep intoourb elie fsa nd b e h aviors.

In Ph ilippia ns4:11– 12(NIV),Paulsays,“forIh ave le arne d to

b e contentwh ateverth e circum sta nces.Iknow wh atitisto b e

in ne e d ,a nd Iknow wh atitisto h ave plenty.Ih ave le arne d th e

se cretof b eing contentin a nya nd everysituation,wh eth erwell

Th e world ’sfa lse h ood sconcerning wh atwillm a ke uscontent

th atviewing m oneya nd possessionsfrom a scripturalm ind -set

isa processth atca n b e a c h ieve d .Th e b e autyof th e contentm ent

Pauld escrib esresultsfrom und ersta nd ing m oneya nd life from

God ’sperspe ctive.

Beware of Danger

Th ere isa lotof m oneyin th isworld .Th ism aynotsound like a

prob lem ,b utwe a lth c a n b e extrem elyd a ng erous.
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you,itish ard fora ric h m a nto enterth e king d om

of h e aven.Ag a in Isayto you,itise asierfora

c a m elto g o th roug h th e eye of a ne e d le,th a n for

th e d isciplesh e ard th is,th ey were astonish e d

19:23– 25NASB)

saying th e ric h c a nnotg o to h e aven.He wassaying th atwe a lth

tem ptsusto putourh opesin m oneyrath erth a n in God .Itis

essentia lto h ave oureyeswid e open to th e possib le perilsof

m oney,espe cia llyif we are rich .

So wh o are th e ric h ?Severa lye arsa g o Fid elityInvestm ents

h ire d North starRese arc h Partnerstosurveyoverone th ousa nd

h ouse h old swith avera g e investa b le assetsof $3.5m illion.Alm ost

42percentsaid th eyd id notfe elwe a lth y,stating th eywould ne e d

$7.5m illiontofe elrich .4Th e Glob a lRich List,h owever,pointsout

th ata nyone wh om a kes$47,500orm ore in a ye arra nksinth e top

1percentof th e world ’sincom e.5

In h isb ook Money,Possessionsa nd Eternity,Ra nd yAlcorn

writes,

a h ouse th atke epsth e we ath erout,a nd own a

re asona b lyrelia b le m e a nsof tra nsportation,you

are a m ong th e top15percentofth e world ’swe a lth y.

Ifyouh ave a nym oneysave d ,a h ob b yth atrequires

som e equipm entorsupplies,a varietyof cloth esin

yourcloset,two cars,a nd live in yourown h om e,

youare inth e top5percentofth e world ’swe a lth y.6
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So wh o are th e rich ?You a nd m e.Society a d m iresa nd

b e d a ng erous.

Forth e love of m oneyisa rootof a llsortsof evil,

a nd som e b ylong ing forith ave wa nd ere d away

from th e fa ith a nd pierce d th em selveswith m a ny

g rie fs.(1Tim .6:10NASB)

Scripture warnsusof th e h a zard sth atlurk with m oney,

espe cia llywith a lotof it.A b ib lica lperspe ctive iscritica lto

sa fe g uard ing a g a instth ese pitfa lls.

What Is a Biblical Perspective of Money?

Let’sexa m ine fourwayswe ca n b e g in to th ink b ib lica llya b out

It’s All His

God ownsita ll.W e are sim plyca lle d to b e fa ith fulsteward sof

wh atb elong stoHim .

A steward issom eone entruste d with a noth er’s

we a lth or property a nd c h arg e d with th e

responsib ilityof m a na g ing itin th e owner’sb est

interest.7

And wh atisrequire d of a steward ?FirstCorinth ia ns4:2(ESV)

tellsus,“Moreover,itisrequire d of steward sth atth eyb e found

W h atd oesitm e a ntob e found trustworth yorfa ith ful?Ab out

soccerin a sixa nd und erle a g ue.Th e kid splaye d four-on-four,
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th e onlyoneson th e te a m wh o h a d notscore d a g oa l.

wood s,wh ere th ey h a d se en a squirrel.Coa c h c a lle d th e only

tim eoutof th e se ason a nd pla ce d th e twonon-scorersonth e line,

coa c h ’sinstructionsto stayon th e line,stretch e d asfarasth ey

could b utwere nota b le tore a c h th e b a ll.

Byth istim e,a llth e parentsfrom b oth sid eswere c h e ering

exh austed h im self b locking ,stea ling ,a nd passing.And wh ile th e

Th e g a m e end e d ,a nd th e se ason wasover.Allth e parents

Everyone wasch e ering.

strea m ing d own h isfa ce,h e said ,“Da d ,Id id everyth ing Icould ,
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And h e a b solutelyh a d d one everyth ing h e could d o.In one

of th ose rare m om entswh en God g ave m e justth e rig h tword sto

did d o everyth ing

youcould d o.Youd id wh atth e coa c h aske d youto d o,a nd Ia m

result.He d id wh ath e wasinstructe d to d o,a nd th atm a d e h im

trustworth y.

Atth atm om ent,Ire a lize d th isiswh atGod requiresof usin

And we ple ase Him th roug h ob e d ience.God isin ch arg e of th e

results.

Contentment in Him

W e m ustle arn th atm oneyd oesnotequa lcontentm ent.

Butg od linessa ctua llyisa m e a nsof g re atg a in,

wh en a ccom pa nie d b ycontentm ent.Forwe h ave

b roug h tnoth ing intoth e world ,sowe ca nnotta ke

a nyth ing outof iteith er.And if we h ave food a nd

covering ,with th ese we sh a llb e content.(1Tim .

6:6– 8NASB)

Paulsaysth atb eyond food a nd covering ,m oneysh ould h ave

noth ing to d owith ourcontentm ent.Th at’sh ard ,isn’tit?Mostof

ush ave food ,cloth ing ,a nd a roof overourh e a d s,b utwe are not

specieswe are.W e ca n stand a nyth ing God a nd nature ca n th row

atussave onlyplenty.IfIwanted tod estroya nation,Iwould g ive it
8
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Money d oesnotprovid e contentm ent,a nd th e rich estof

th e rich in oursocietyprove it.Psych olog ista nd socia lscientist

g ood way:Th eirlife experience m a kesth em lessem path etic,less
9

provid esle g a lcounseltoth e super-ric h ,fa m ilieswith $100m illion

orm ore.Surelyif m oneyb ring scontentm ent,th ese people would

know it.In h isb ook Fa b lesof Fortune:W h atRich People Have

10

Th e world ’sm yth th atm oney a nd possessionsg uara nte e

contentm entissim ply fa lse.If itwere true,th ose wh o h ave

Ch ristia nsI’ve everm eth ave a lm ostno m ateria lpossessions

ata ll.

Itravelto th e Dom inica n Repub lic (DR) everyye arto d o

m ission work.Th e DR iswond erfulcountry,b utitisa poor

country,a nd we d o m uch of ourm inistryin poverty-stricken

sug arca ne villa g es.Th e b elieverswe m e eth ave a lm ostnoth ing ,

b utth eyare m ore contentth a n m a nyAm erica ns.

Don’tg etm e wrong ;th eyh ave ne e d s.Butth eyare content.

On a re centtrip,we saw kid splaying b ase b a llwith a papaya a nd

Ih ave ta ken m yb oyswith m e on severa lof th ese trips.Ea c h

one h asaske d m e th e sa m e question:“Da d ,h ow ca n th ey b e

Ch ristia nsrea lize true contentm enta nd joycom esfrom wh oth ey

are in Ch rista nd from th e h ope He h asg iven th em .

Th eyrarely,if ever,se e a nyim a g esof we a lth .Th eyd on’td re a m

of m a nsionsa nd fa ncy cars;th ey d re a m of h e aven.And yet,
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m ore th ing sstillovercom esm e.W h y?Be cause Istrug g le with

Watch Your Desires

Butth ose wh owa ntto g etrich fa llintotem ptation

a nd a snare a nd m a nyfoolish a nd h arm fuld esires

wh ic h plung e m en into ruin a nd d estruction.(1

Tim .6:9NASB)

Itisverytem pting tob e com e consum e d with a cquiring m oney

a nd th ing s,b e c ause b eing rich in oursocietyisassociate d with

luxury,ple asure,a nd a c are fre e life.

Itisa veryseriousth ing to g row rich .O f a llth e

tem ptationstowh ic h God ’sc h ild ren are expose d ,

itisth e worst,b e cause itisth e one th ey d o not

d re a d .Th ere fore,itisth e m ore sub tle tem ptation.11

(Ch arlesHa d d on Spurg eon)

isth e pursuita nd love of m oney,wh ic h neverd eliversth e

satisfa ction itprom ises.Asb elievers,ourh e art’sd esire m ustb e

God Is Our Hope

Instructth ose wh oare rich inth ispresentworld not

of rich es,b uton God ,wh orich lysuppliesuswith

a llth ing sto enjoy.(1Tim .6:17NASB)

Rem em b er,we are a llrich ,so th isverse isforus.Listen

care fullytoth e warning.Itd oesn’tsaywe sh ould b e poor.Itsays
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Th e uncertaintyof we a lth wasm a d e pa infullycle ard uring

th e stock m arketcrash of 2008a nd 2009.O n O ctob er9,2007,th e

14,164.53.Overth e nextsevente en m onth s,th ere wasa n intense

closing low of 6,547.05onMarch 9,2009,wh ich represente d a d rop

of a lm ost54 percent.During justeig h ttra d ing d aysin O ctob er

Th iscatastroph ic d e cline prove d th e unpre d icta b ility of

Be c ause th e truth of Scripture wasputtoth e test.W h en we a lth

ista ken away,itb e com escle arwh eth erourse curityisin our

rich esorin God .Ourrea ctiontolossisreve a ling.

Mysle ep,m ym ood ,m youtlook,a nd m yrelationsh ipswere

m yh ope wason rich esrath erth a n on God .Itwaswh en Iwas

fa ce d with we a lth ’suncertaintyth atIexperience d wh atitre a lly

m e a nstoputm yh ope in God .

Here We Go!

Th e g oa lof Financial Faithfulnessistoh elpCh rist-followersd evelop

a Ch rist-centere d view of m oney.Butwe are notg oing to stop

th ere.W e wa ntth ism ind -settotra nslate intoourb e h avior.Tod o

th at,we willle arn h ow topra ctica llyapplya b ib lica lperspe ctive

intooureveryd ayd e a ling swith m oney.


